
 

Year 5  - Autumn 2 Curriculum Letter 

Our topic this half term is... World War I 

 



What a start to Year 5! 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Our first half term in Year 5 was fantastic! We had seven great weeks of learning and many memorable 

lessons about the Romans.  We were also the first year-group to enjoy swimming at the Leisure Centre 

and took part in several exciting curriculum events: Rocktopus and our STEM day were particular 

highlights! 

 

We are really looking forward to what Autumn 2 has to bring! This topic also has a historical focus: the 

children will be learning about the timeline of World War I and the sequence of events that occurred. 

They will look at the roles of animals in the war too, something that is sure to be a hot topic in our class 

debates! 

 

Autumn 2 sees a traditional build-up to Christmas with the school trip to the pantomime and our 
infamous decorations morning as well.  Time for Miss Vardy to experience how festive Danemill gets! 



Important Information! 

 

 

Reading books should be brought into school every day. Please read with your child or encourage your 

child to read independently if they prefer, and discuss what they have read with them afterwards.  

Children have the opportunity to change books regularly.  We wonder how many Reading Millionaires 
we can get on Accelerated Reader this year?!  

Our PE days for this half term will be on a Tuesday and a Friday.  The children will have Football with Mr 

Hastings and Mr Combey on a Tuesday and dodgeball with Miss Vardy on Friday.  Please ensure that 

they have appropriate clothing as they will be going out in all weathers (shorts, tracksuit bottoms, 

jumper, t-shirt, trainers and socks) and children must bring a change of shoes for these lessons. All 

items of PE kit must have names as we don't want them to go missing. Also, NO jewellery should be 

worn as this risks it being lost or damaged and also causing injury/harm.  Children will be asked to 
remove earrings. 

Forest school sessions for Year 5 will be taking place on Thursday 17th November.  The letter for this is 

on Teams, but please ensure your child has a change of footwear in school that day and they bring warm 

clothing to wear.  

Homework for your child in Year 5 is reading every day, practicing their spellings in their Spelling Journal 

(this needs to be in school every day as well), practicing their times tables on TTRS and completing their 
assignments on Century. 

If you have any queries about the above, please get in touch with us and we will be happy to help.  



Learning for this half term 

 

Maths 

1. Weeks 1  - 2 will be based on addition and subtraction problem-solving, using mental and 
written methods. 

2. Weeks 3  - 5 will be based on multiplication and division.  The children will understand methods 

for these operations and learn to apply them to five-digit numbers. 

3. Weeks 6 - 8 will be based on fractions! We will revise key learning from Year 4 to help us to 
compare, order and position fractions before moving on to calculating with them. 

English 

• We will be writing figurative language poems. 

• We will be writing recount letters from the perspective of a soldier in World War I.  

• In terms of narrative, we will be concentrating on character action and reaction when writing 
stories based on life in the trenches. 



• We will be engaging in debates regarding animals in war.  The children will debate amongst 
themselves and as a year group. This is something we are particularly excited for! 

Grammar 

We will consolidate our understanding of word types, apostrophes for possession and sentence 

structure (main and subordinate clauses). 

 

Science 

We will be learning about forces and mechanisms, exploring how they are part of our lives and carrying 
out an investigation into air resistance.   

 

History 

As previously mentioned, the children will be looking at World War I. This will involve the children 
learning about: 

1. The causes of World War I 

2. The significant events of World War 1 

3. Life in the Trenches 

4. The Home Front, including the role of Women in World War I 

5. The role of animals in World War I 

6. The 1919 Peace Treaty and the 'lessons learnt'. 

Music 

We will be listening to classic songs associated with WWI and compose our own scores to accompany 
our Artwork. 

 

R.E 

In RE, we will continue to explore the faith of Islam and examine the question, 'What does it mean to be 

a Muslim living in Britain today?' 

 

Computing 

We will be completing a unit based on video production, as well as exploring online safety. 

 

Art 



This half term's topic is expressionism and we will be learning about the representation of emotions in 

Art, particularly through the work of Edvard Munch.  We will also look at how artists depicted the events 

of WWI and what those back home could understand about the war effort from them. 

 

PE 

PE is dodgeball and football this half term. 

 

Reading 

Our focus text for this half term is War Horse. We will also be using non-fiction texts to explore life in the 
trenches and read a range of WWI poetry. 

 

PHSE-  

The children will learn about 'The Zones of Regulation' this half term.  This is being delivered by Mrs Lee 
from our pastoral team and is an aspect of emotional well-being that we are passionate about.   



Branching Out Tasks 

 

Homework can be found on Teams in the branching out tasks. These tasks are designed to encourage 

the children to be creative across a range of subjects and they can benefit their learning across the half 

term.  These are not compulsory, but if your child chooses to complete any of these tasks over the next 
eight weeks, we would love to see the outcome! 

Communication! 

 

We are still using Teams to communicate key messages throughout the year.  Please try to engage with 

this process wherever possible, as this will help us to ensure that important information is not missed 
and that everyone has equal opportunities.  

 



If you need a reminder of your child's login details, please let Miss G or Miss Vardy know.  

Key Websites: 

 

TTRS 

Century 

Accelerated Reader 

Thank you for all your support.  The Year 5 Team  - Miss G, Miss Vardy, 

Mrs Brown and Mrs Batson.    

 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/
https://app.century.tech/login/
https://ukhosted83.renlearn.co.uk/6650566/default.aspx

